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STANDARD TOPGUIDE

Step By Step Instructions                          Page/Step
 Laying out the cover guides ......................................4/2
 Splicing the guides together ......................................4/4
 Cutting the guides to length ......................................4/9
 Checking for square ................................................5/12
 Attaching the guides to the deck .............................5/14
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        System components
1. Guide consists of 3 parts, the guide housing, the guide, and the interlocking 

shim.  
2. End pulley assembly is made from a small length of the guide and 

therefore appears to be a continuation of the guide on to the end of the 
housing.  This can either be installed when the housing is installed or at 
the time the mechanism is installed.

3.      Guide protector:  This can either be 2” 10 mill plumbing tape or an  
optional guide protector (preferred method) that can be ordered from your 
Coverstar distributor (part no. X0668).

 

          Installation Guidelines
1. The installed guides must start flush with the inside of the cover housing, 

which must be a minimum of 12 inches from the end of the pool and 
extend 18 inches beyond the other end of the pool.  The guides must form 
a perfect rectangle.   The guide lengths, the distance between the guides 
and the diagonals each must be equal. 

2. The guides must be installed exactly at finished deck grade.  It is strongly 
recommended that the deck be kept  level from the pool to the guide 
housings.  Start the slope outside of the guides.  Note: the deck around the 
cover housing boxes should be flat for a minimum of 4” before starting any 
slope if a standard lid is to be used.

3. The housing must have the guide, a spacer (standard spacer or optional 
plastic protector) and top protection in place before pouring deck.

4. There are three main ways that the guides can be installed.  In each case 
guide supports must be no further than 5’ apart. 

a. Mounted on top 2x4 stakes, which are left in the deck permanently.   
Attach housing to the stakes with self taping screws or by drilling 
holes in the housing and using drywall or deck screws.

b. Set into piles of concrete or gunite approximately every 4 feet.  If 
this method is used, care must be taken to make sure that no 
cement is left higher than the bottom of the side of the channel.  
Otherwise it will have to be chipped down before the deck is poured.

c. Staked in place using removable stakes or rebar.  Rebar can either 
be short & left in place  or long and pulled

5. Regardless of how the guides are installed, it is recommended that a string 
line be left in place until after the pour.

6. The standard installation is with straight guide, however, optional curved 
pieces of guide are available if flush deck lid is to be used.  In this case, 
the deck is lowered 2” between the guides and the box is installed 2” 
lower. 

7. It is recommended that a minimum width of 5 to 6 inches of concrete be 
poured on each side of the housing.  Rebar or concrete wire under the 
housing will help eliminate the concrete cracking and separating from the 
housing.

8. It is recommended that you put a strike joint off the end of your guide to 
control the shrinkage crack.

9. To avoid concrete flaking when the protector is removed, go down each 
side with a 1/8-radius edger.  For proper cover operation, concrete must be 
as close to the top of the housing  as is possible

10. Some builders find that it is easier to keep the guides clean if they install 
Deck-O-Drain channel between the end of the housing and the end of the 
deck. However, this is optional.

(4.a.) Guide staked in place, ready for pour

(4.b.) Housing in place mounted on gunite piles ready for deck pour.

(3) Guide protected by 2” 10 
mil plumbers tape

(6) OPTION:  Recessed horizontal guide sloped into the box.  
Purchase set of curved guides for housing end of guide.  Bend 
begins 15” in front of housing.  Make sure top of guide is 
minimum of 1” lower than bottom of lid.  

Flush Deck Guide Installation 

(1) Guide protected by 
plastic cover.  Note: Spacer 
removed to install guide 
protector
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MECHANISM

Step By Step Instructions                             Page/Step
 Housing preparation ................................................10/1
 Attaching the roll-up tube .......................................10/2
 Adjusting the mechanism height .............................10/6
 Positioning the mechanism .....................................10/9
 Anchoring the mechanism ....................................11/13
 Extending the Pulley brackets ...............................11/14
 Anchoring the pulley brackets ...............................11/17
 Wiring the electrical switch ...................................12/21
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COVER FABRIC

Step by Step Instructions                              Page/Step
 Opening the cover package .....................................14/1
 Rolling out the cover ...............................................14/2
 Running ropes through the guides ..........................14/4
 Routing the ropes .................................................15/10
 Attaching the cover leading edge  .........................15/18
 Attaching the ropes to the reels ............................17/29
 Running the cover over the pool ............................17/33
 Attaching the cover and bonding wire ...................17/34
 Adjusting the ropes ...............................................18/37
 Adjusting the torque limiter ...................................18/40
 Adjusting the brakes .............................................18/43
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Step By Step Instructions 

CLASSIC ALUMINUM LID

Step By Step Instructions                             Page/Step
 Installing the lid brackets ........................................16/1
 Assembling the aluminum lid ..................................16/4
 Attaching the lid to the deck ...................................16/7  
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Installation GuideInstallation Checklist

Guides
q	All guide ends filed.  This is extremely important  
q	Does the guide space measurement match how the cover system was ordered?
q	Cover goes through the guide joints smoothly.
q	All guide screws are tight and flush. 
q	Pulleys are flush against the end of the guide.
q	The guidefeeds are snug against the guide  
q	Guidefeeds bolted in and are tight.
q	Stops installed.
q	Alignment pins and splices used when joining the guides, even in encapsulation.

Mechanism
q	Mechanism installed level in the box.
q	Tube level in housing.
q	Tube centered between the guides.
q	Enough clearance top, bottom, sides for the fabric.  No rubbing of webbing on sides or bottom of box.
q	Tube at the right height?  The ideal location is to install the cover in the box so that the cover is coming off at as small an angle as 

possible.  This reduces stress on the mechanism and reduces wear on cover guides at the end of the track.
q	Tube either centered in the box or positioned slightly more towards the front of the box, so that the cover is unlikely to rub on the lid 

brackets.   
q	System mounted at right angle to the track.
q	Ropes coming back straight out of the track.  An excessive angle will cause wear on the cover guides at the end of the track.
q	Ropes are not rubbing on any brackets or the deck.
q	Ropes are run correctly (see page 15, steps 11-18).  
q	8 feet of rope left on rope reel.
q	System bonded according to electrical code.  Cover bonded to leading edge and roll-up tube.
q	Torque limiter adjusted for the pool (see page 18, steps 37-40). If mechanism is hydraulic, are both bypass valves set slightly higher 

than necessary to run the cover?
q	Rope loops installed on each lid bracket so rope cannot droop and snag on cover or lid brackets (see page 20, step 3)
q	Make sure the system is electrically bonded to meet the National Electrical Code.
q	Make sure there is adequate drainage from the cover housing.

Cover
q	Fabric pinned to the take-up tube without pinned folds.
q	Cover is bolted to the wheel assembly.
q	Cover runs smoothly.
q	Cover properly aligned when it closes or retracts.  Note:  An inch or two out of square is not uncommon and is not a concern as it will 

not effect the operation of the cover.  Because of the size of the fabric roll, and changes in operating conditions the cover may vary 
slightly in alignment as it is run.

q	The leading edge inserts move in and out freely the whole length of the pool.
q	Fabric is pinned to the leading edge flush with the ends of the tube.
q	Cover does not rub in the housing as it rolls up.

Cover Lid
q	All sharp edges have been filed
q	All areas where the lid is not flat on the deck been screwed down to eliminate any potential hazards
q	There is enough clearance between the lid brackets and the cover to avoid rubbing

Misc.
q	Key switch is in full view of the pool
q	Cover pump tested by putting it in the water and operate it in front of homeowner
q	The cover box is clean and clear of debris so that the drains are not easily clogged
q	Pool area cleaned up
q	Homeowner has been instructed (see page 21)






